48                    ESSAYS ON FAITH

pressions are as the clothes of a giant on the shrunken
limbs of a dwarf; but the prophets are those whose
spirit has found these garments too narrow and ill-
fitting, and who have either enlarged and re-adapted
them, or rejected them as outworn and irredeemably
inadequate.

" Revelation " has, by a natural metonymy, come to
stand for this embodiment and expression, rather than
for the spirit and love therein embodied. Hence to
the transient, and only relatively and temporarily
sufficient, words of our Saviour have come to be
accorded those attributes of finality, inerrancy,
divinity, which belong only to the Living Spirit which
dwelt fully in him, and dwells by communication
in his Church. Were his words never so divine,
what would their transmission avail without that of
the interpreting spirit ? And if this spirit is with
us, is it not as powerful now as then to find utterance
for itself in the minds and tongues of all times and
places ?

All reason therefore for de-humanising the mind of
our Saviour and transforming it into a replica of the
Divine Mind, an immutable infallible rule of merely
"intellectual'-' truth (whether about things human or
divine matters not) rests on the confusion of Faith
with theological orthodoxy. Hence as we have learnt
to study the Bible like any other book," while holding
it to be the instrument of God in an unique sense,
so we must learn to study the human mind of Christ
like any other mind, while holding it to be the in-
strument of a Divine Revelation. In both cases the
truth-value lies, not in the embodying letter, but in
the embodied spirit; not in the presentment of the